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The joyful event presented in this book was a commemoration of the 19th Anniversary 

of Supreme Master Ching Hai Day, an auspicious occasion honoring 

a most beloved world humanitarian and extraordinary peace advocate.  

We thank Supreme Master Ching Hai for her splendid poetry collection Silent Tears, 

which inspired the musical Loving the Silent Tears. May this unique show, 

brought to life by so many brilliant artists and in the presence of a wonderful audience, 

serve to uplift and enrich all, just as we have been encouraged by the poet’s  

heartfelt vision to make our planet a more beautiful place. 

 Supreme maSter Ching hai international aSSoCiation
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Foreword

unique than most, this musical is particularly deep yet highly 

entertaining. The theme revolves around the innate human 

longing to contact a higher power, or in the poet’s words, 

“Loving the silent tears for You more than the diamonds of the 

world.” Good theatre invites us to think, to question, and to 

aspire. Loving the Silent Tears does just that, providing 

aesthetic gratification while planting the seeds for further 

reflection. 

Not all poetic pieces adapt easily to music, but Supreme Master 

Ching Hai’s poems are absolute gems that sing with all the wit, 

heart, and delightful nuance one could ask for in exceptional 

Loving the Silent Tears is more than a musical. It is a celebration. 

This remarkable show rejoices in the diversity of our world: 

Sixteen vibrant global cultures are presented through soaring 

music, astounding sets and costumes, and an impressive cast 

of singers and dancers. Moving deeper, the musical’s book and 

lyrics weave the entrancing story of a magical journey and the 

crisscrossing paths of an older, disenchanted woman and a lost 

young man propelled on the way to self-discovery. It is a search 

for a meaningful existence and ultimately, an exaltation of 

finding peace within ourselves.  

Musical theatre has always conveyed tales of love, ambition, 

and adversity through song and dance. With a topic that’s more 

theatre. Throughout history, great poet-philosophers have 

eloquently expressed the thoughts we all have as mortals, 

when we wish we could somehow connect to something greater 

than ourselves. In her writings, Supreme Master Ching Hai 

incorporates a full range of authentic feelings, expressing 

ideas that are both purely spiritual and passionately human. In 

short, she has the gift of moving people’s hearts and minds. It 

was Supreme Master’s especially profound yet universally 

relatable verses in the Silent Tears anthology that inspired 

two-time Oscar-winning composer Al Kasha to tap into his 

own creative reservoir. Thirty years after being committed to 

paper, the collection became the expansive foundation for this 

musical and its finely honed score. 

 

Music can touch us in many ways, through a melody, a lyric. 

With the right combination of elements, people, and perhaps a 

little luck, music can awaken something within us. When I 

recorded “Mandy” with Barry Manilow, the song that made him 

a star, we just knew that we had something very special, a 

wonderful song and the voice that was meant to sing it. Lightning 

struck and everyone in the studio knew it. With Loving the 

Silent Tears, it wasn’t just a single moment, but a culmination of 

many defining, transcendent moments that the cast and creative 

team can look back upon and know with unequivocal certainty 

and pride that they had come together for something very, very 

extraordinary. It was a true labor of love. 

Legendary Broadway director and producer Harold Prince 

once spoke of the importance of taking chances with one’s 

creativity in musical theatre. Taking a huge chance, Loving the 

Silent Tears was determined not to confine itself to convention 

or to compromise its greater artistic vision. The standing 

ovation it received on the night of its premiere is proof that it 

was well worth taking the leap and doing something new. 

I too applaud this original production. I applaud its unique 

source of inspiration, Supreme Master’s poetry, and the 

courage everyone had in bringing it to musical life. This is a 

show with messages that are crucially relevant today. At a time 

when circumstances cause us to be distanced from each other 

and our deeper selves, Loving the Silent Tears shows us we are 

all very much the same and on the same journey to finding our 

inner peace. And that’s something definitely worth celebrating.

—  ron da n t e

t wo -t ime ton y awa r d -w inning produCer  

( a in’ t miS B eh av in’ a nd Chil dren oF a l eS S er god)
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Each poem here is unique, yet together they all send the message 

of love and peace, kindness and forgiveness, in an incredibly 

sincere way. They also reveal three things that I fully agree are 

important: first, love in action; second, the vegan lifestyle we 

would benefit ourselves to lead; and third, love for the animals.

Everyone will be able to relate to this musical; it is about the 

inner happiness all of us could have in life. It is also a musical 

across the continents, as Supreme Master Ching Hai’s reach of 

compassion is international. The artists, who are some of the 

world’s most accomplished—winners of the Oscar, Grammy, 

Tony, and Emmy Awards—chose to be part of Loving the Silent 

Tears because they recognized its elevating nature.

This collaboration has truly been another honor and delight as we 

reaffirmed shared values of love and harmony that transcend all 

boundaries. Our hearts have been touched, and no matter where 

you’re from, I believe your heart will be touched as well.

—  a l K a S h a  

t wo -t ime aCa dem y awa r d -w inning Comp oS er 

(origin at ed t he ConCep t For lov ing t he S il en t t e a rS )

introduction

Master Ching Hai through her touching poetry illustrates to us  

that peace and harmony can be achieved through unconditional love.

Music has the power to give hope to people and change their lives. 

I’ve been privileged to collaborate with two-time Academy Award 

winner Joel Hirschhorn for many years in creating songs for film, 

theatre, television, and beyond, intended to bring joy to listeners 

around the globe. I have also been blessed to find inspiration 

through the poetry of Supreme Master Ching Hai.

The Supreme Master is so honest as she expresses all her true 

feelings in her rich and powerful words. Upon having the 

opportunity to read her many poems with themes that range from 

her youth experiences of war, to love, to spiritual reflections, I was 

inspired to create a musical about the life story of Supreme Master 

Ching Hai. In 2011, The Real Love was brought to the stage 

beautifully through a wonderful collaboration of the best talents 

on earth. On the day it premiered, I saw how people of different 

faiths and backgrounds were all moved by the show, that is, by 

Supreme Master Ching Hai’s story of personal sacrifice for 

humanity’s greater happiness.

Loving the Silent Tears was a natural evolution of The Real Love. 

From a love story we stepped into a spiritual journey. The Supreme 

Master’s poetry collection Silent Tears moved me greatly, and I 

saw the potential it had to affect people’s lives in this new form.



the  
ceLebration

C h a p t e r  o n e



1312

Loving the Silent TearsLoving the Silent Tears

t h e  c e L e b r a t i o n

the 19th anniVersary ceLebration oF

supreme mas ter ching hai day

a ppr eCi at ion pl aq ue S  d e d iCat e d to S upr e m e m a S t e r Ch i ng h a i  

F rom t h e r eCi pi e n t Ch a r i t i e S.

Broadway Cares / 
Equity Fights AIDS

Worldwide  
Veterinary Service

Animal Defenders 
International

“She brings love around the world where there is hate.  

She brings hope where there is despair. And she brings understanding  

where there is misunderstanding. She is the light of a great person,  

an angel of mercy for all of us.” 

—  t he honor a B l e Fr a nK F. Fa S i ,  m ayor oF honolulu, h awa ii ,  uSa – oC toB er 2 5, 19 93

F rom L eF t to r ig h t

r e S Cui ng a Ba n d on e d d o gS 

—  h unga ry ( m a r . 1, 2 0 0 5 )

  v i S i t i ng a n or ph a n age  

—  a B i dJa n , Côt e d’i voi r e  

( aug . 19 95 )

 gi v i ng pr e S e n t S to 

d iSa dva n tage d Ch i l d r e n 

—  m e X iCo ( d eC . 9, 2 010)

Com For t i ng F lo od v iC t i m S   

—  Ca l i For n i a , uSa ( Ja n . 19 97 ) 

Supreme Master Ching Hai extends her love and caring assistance to those in need around the world.

n 1993, the Honorable Frank F. Fasi, esteemed 9th Mayor 

of Honolulu, Hawaii, USA, proclaimed October 25 as The 

Supreme Master Ching Hai Day in honor of the philanthropic 

works and peace advocacy of Supreme Master Ching Hai, an 

inspirational spiritual teacher, humanitarian, poet, artist,  

and dedicated citizen of the world. At the 

award ceremony, Supreme Master Ching Hai 

was also recognized with an Award of 

Merit, Honorary Citizenship, and a 

bronze portrait statue. 

In the benevolent spirit of Supreme Master 

Ching Hai Day, at the world premiere of 

Loving the Silent Tears, Supreme Master 

Ching Hai honored three charitable organizations with 

contributions totaling US$300,000, made on behalf of all the 

artists involved in the musical.

During the gift presentation, a representative from the Supreme 

Master Ching Hai International Association read Supreme 

Master’s message, as follows: “A hero salute and heartfelt 

gratitude to these organizations and others whose love and 

courage help make this world a more loving place. I also thank 

all the artists for your contribution and feel privileged to present 

this gift on your behalf, and to honor these organizations with a 

token of gratitude with this financial contribution; and wish 

them the best in furthering their noble work.”

“I’d like to thank Supreme Master Ching Hai 

for this extraordinary, gracious, and 

generous gift. I also honor her for her 

spiritual principles, so beautifully [put] on 

the stage, but also in our communities. In 

her poem ‘Singing Praise,’ she writes, ‘The 

Master is more than just Kind.’ With this 

very generous gift, she puts those words 

into action. Thank you so much.” 

—  tom v iol a , e X eCu t i v e di r eC tor

B roa dway Ca r e S / eq ui t y F igh t S a i d S

Supreme maSter Ching hai iS honored with 

an award oF merit; mayor Fr anK F. FaSi at 

right – honolulu, hawaii (oCt. 25, 1993).

S upr e m e m a S t e r Ch i ng h a i S pe n d S t i m e w i t h Ch i l d r e n at a n or ph a n age – y e r e va n , a r m e n i a ( m ay 15 , 19 9 9).

i

t h e  c e L e b r a t i o n
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t h e  c e L e b r a t i o n

worLd-renowned spirituaL teacher, humanitarian, poet and artis t

supreme mas ter ching hai

Although she was happily married to a German physician, 

in an extremely difficult decision for both of them, her 

husband agreed to a separation. She then embarked on a 

journey alone to India in search of spiritual illumination. 

In the remote Himalayas, she finally received from a true 

Master the divine transmission of the inner Light and 

Sound. After a period of diligent practice, she attained the 

Great Enlightenment.

Returning from the Himalayas, upon receiving earnest 

requests, Supreme Master Ching Hai shared the way of 

contemplating one’s own divine nature. Through the Quan 

Yin Method of meditation, people from all walks of life 

reconnect with their inner wisdom and find greater happiness 

and fulfillment in their daily lives. Supreme Master Ching Hai 

has also been invited by governments and respected 

organizations to give lectures throughout the world.

A dedicated humanitarian and caring vegan, Supreme 

Master Ching Hai provides assistance regardless of race, 

nationality, religion, or species. She donates the proceeds 

from her fashion designs and artwork to help humans and 

animals in need, and to protect the environment. Inspired by 

her example, an international meditation and philanthropic 

organization was founded; furthermore, she was the guiding 

light for a constructive media channel, Supreme Master 

Television, which broadcast on free-to-air satellite globally 

for five years. 

Government representatives and organizations worldwide 

have honored Supreme Master Ching Hai with prestigious 

awards for her charitable and artistic contributions, such as 

the World Citizen Humanitarian Award, the Gusi Peace 

Prize, the World Spiritual Leadership Award, the President’s 

Volunteer Service Award from US President Barack Obama, 

the first-place Silver Telly Award, and the Los Angeles Music 

Week Certificate of Commendation.

Today, Supreme Master Ching Hai continues her efforts in 

bringing spiritual and material comfort to countless lives.  

Born in central Âu Lạc* (Vietnam), Supreme Master Ching Hai studied  

in Europe and worked there for the Red Cross. From childhood, she realized that 

suffering exists in all parts of the globe, and a deep longing for a remedy  

eventually led her to seek spiritual understanding.

auguSt 8, 2009 -  europe

t h e  c e L e b r a t i o n

* As an artist and spiritual teacher, Supreme Master Ching Hai loves all 

expressions of inner beauty. Thus, she often refers to Vietnam by its auspicious 

ancient name, “Âu Lac,” depicting a picture of peace and happiness.
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* After this audio message, Supreme Master Ching Hai shared further updates on the extended life of the planet, announcing on 

April 14, 2013 that Earth would be preserved for hundreds of millions of years.

a message From

s u p r e m e  m a s t e r  ch i n g  h a i

Greetings and love!

My sincere thanks to all who give your heart to this music assembly. Congratulations to you and the audience 

for this rare and joyful event.

It is good that we still can celebrate in whichever way to beautify life on Earth as given by God. It is good that 

we still love, still enjoy, still share our goodness to all that coexist in this world and the next. It is good that 

we still believe in everything that is noble and positive, and Heavenly power will definitely prevail. 
       

To all involved in this musical event, blessed be your dedication to make this world a more enjoyable place, 

cheering up the masses and giving thanks to Heaven and Earth in this way. Though I couldn’t possibly watch 

the event, and though I am not aware of the content of this program in advance, I trust that it will be great 

and all who watch it will enjoy hugely. 

Sorry there is no high tech where I do intensive meditation at present, so this simple message will serve to 

convey my gratitude to you all. I wish you success, happiness. And as a token of love, I share with you good 

news, maybe just to help pacify all worrying hearts, all hearts that are concerned about the survival and 

wellness of all in this world. And that good news is our planet will still be blessed to exist for 10,000 years 

more to come and continue,* depending on our goodness in the future. And for that, praised be God. Thanks 

to all co-inhabitants’ loving prayers and contributions in different aspects. As for my humble self, my humble 

self also continues her best to support our common, united endeavor to save this planet for this generation and 

countless next.
       

Enjoy the show! Thank you all again. May God bless the universe and protect our world.

Love you!

“

”

October 27, 2012

As Supreme Master Ching Hai was unable to attend the event due to her intensive meditation retreat, she set aside time to convey 

words of gratitude in a recorded telephone message to all:

t h e  c e L e b r a t i o nt h e  c e L e b r a t i o n
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greetings

For the 19th Anniversary of Supreme Master Ching Hai Day, members of  

the cast and creative team, as well as guests of Loving the Silent Tears,  

conveyed their warm wishes and appreciation for the poet 

and humanitarian Supreme Master Ching Hai.

“Supreme Master Ching Hai’s humanitarian  
efforts really work toward a message of peace  

around the world. I think Loving the  

Silent Tears is another way to put that out into  
the universe and to spread that message.”

—  Jody wat l e y   
g r a m m y awa r d - w i n n i ng p op a n d r& b icon

“I’ve composed two songs for this  
wonderful show and it’s an honor. It’s really my 
 pleasure to give my best greetings and regards.  

I want to wish everybody a happy  
Supreme Master Ching Hai Day.”

—  Jorge Ca l a n d r e l l i   
6 -t i m e g r a m m y awa r d - w i n n i ng com p os er  

(cro u ch i ng t ig er , h i d d en d r ag on )

“Happy 19th Anniversary! We’re very excited  
about doing this. I would like to say  

congratulations on this very special day, and it’s 
wonderful to be part of this celebration. I hope  
that what we create joins in the beauty and the  
joy that you have been responsible for in giving  

to the world. And it’s an honor to be a small  
part of that. Thanks and again, congratulations.”

—  v i nCe n t pat e rS on

ton y awa r d - nom i n at ed

d i r ec tor a n d chor eo g r a ph er

“Supreme Master Ching Hai, I adore you,  
I love you. You’re for peace,  

love in action, taking care of the animals,  
and being vegan. That’s what I believe.” 

—  a l K a S h a 

2 -t i m e ac a d em y awa r d - w i n n i ng com p os er  

( t h e p os ei d on a dV en t u r e )

“Supreme Master Ching Hai, thank you  
so much for sharing these beautiful,  

inspirational words with all of us, and it’s such an 
honor to be a part of this production, and to  
really celebrate and help share this message  

with so many different people. I’m just  
so grateful to be a part of this. And I just wanted  

to say happy Supreme Master Ching Hai Day,  
thank you so much.”

—  h e at h e r pa r K
kor e a n r& b s i ng er; V ega n

“I just want to wish Supreme Master Ching Hai  
a very, very happy anniversary.  

And this is an amazing day for you.”

—  B on n i e S tory

em m y awa r d - w i n n i ng chor eo g r a ph er  

( h ig h s cho oL m us ic a L 1, 2 a n d 3)

“I just feel that although she is not here with  
all of us, we feel that her spirit and her love are  

with all of the audience and production.  
All of us feel her love and her support.  

Happy Supreme Master Ching Hai Day!”

—  K ay t S e 

ch i n e s e pL at i n u m p op s ta r; V eg e ta r i a n

“Supreme Master Ching Hai, this is Jon Secada, 
and I’m very honored and I feel very blessed to be 
a part of Loving the Silent Tears. It’s going to be 
a wonderful show, and I’m humbled to have been 
able to put music to your words in your poem. So, 

thank you, and I hope you enjoy it. Felicidades 
[congratulations] for a tremendous 19 years. And 

I’m sure you’ll have an eternity of more, many, many 
more years. Congratulations!”

—  Jon S eCa da

2 -t i m e g r a m m y awa r d - w i n n i ng p op s ta r

t h e  c e L e b r a t i o n

“Hi, this is Liel Kolet from Israel, and I would  
like to say congratulations for 19 years 

 of Supreme Master Ching Hai Day. And I wish 
 there will be many more; keep on  

doing the wonderful work that you do.  
And I’m just so proud to represent your  

words today on the stage.”

—  l i e l Kol e t

awa r d - w i n n i ng i s r a eL i s i ng er

“Thank you, Supreme Master Ching Hai,  
for your beautiful poetry, your beautiful soul,  
and giving all the world so much of yourself.  

We all appreciate it, thank you.”

—  pat t i Coh e nou r

ton y awa r d - nom i n at ed ac t r e s s a n d s i ng er 

( t h e ph a n tom oF t h e oper a )

“Supreme Master Ching Hai, it’s Doug Katsaros,  
your acquaintance and your musical friend. You are a 

wonderful woman, very kind, very sweet, and I appreciate 
your message and what you are trying to do. And this is for 
you. Happy Supreme Master Ching Hai Day! Happy 19th 
Anniversary! May there be 19 more and 19 more… And 

all of those 10,000 years and more that the earth is going to 
keep grooving on, may you always be around.”

—  d oug K at Sa roS

em m y awa r d - w i n n i ng com p os er a n d 

m us ic a L d i r ec tor ( Fo ot Lo os e )

“I’d like to congratulate  
Supreme Master Ching Hai for all she’s done,  

enlightening people  
with a great message.  

And I think she’s done an amazing job.”

—  K i r i l K u l i S h   
ton y awa r d - w i n n i ng ac tor , 

da ncer , a n d s i ng er

( b i L Ly eL L iot t h e m us ic a L )

t h e  c e L e b r a t i o n
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“Supreme Master Ching Hai,  
I hope you are very well, and congratulations!  

Happy Supreme Master Ching Hai Day!”

—  lu K e e B e r l  
awa r d - w i n n i ng ac tor

“Supreme Master Ching Hai sets such a  
marvelous example of understanding between  
people and the natural world; understanding  

between people and the animals. The way  
she seems to have truly embraced that 

philosophy and live it with every breath,  
it’s just impressive!”

—  C y n t h i a l e w i S F e r r e l l
awa r d - w i n n i ng pL ay w r ig h t

(Duckie Simpson) “I wish  
Supreme Master Ching Hai long life  

and happy living.”
(Kaye Starh) “Happy anniversary, 

Supreme Master Ching Hai.”
(Andrew Bees) “I give thanks to her; 

all my love goes out to her.”

—  B l aCK uh u ru

g r a m m y awa r d - w i n n i ng  

r eg ga e g ro u p

“Supreme Master Ching Hai, it is an honor  
to be working with your lyrics again,  

and to also be part of these great productions.  
Thank you very much.”

—  d on pi ppi n

ton y a n d em m y awa r d - w i n n i ng 

com p os er a n d m u s ic a L d i r ec tor  

( a chor u s L i n e )

t h e  c e L e b r a t i o n

“Supreme Master Ching Hai, I’m so honored.  
I am more than thrilled to be participating, 

honoring you and the message that you espouse.  
It’s going to be a thrilling evening of high energy, 

and I’m so excited to bring my family and be a part 
of it all and experience firsthand your love and 

your guidance and your energy.”

—  n a n S Ch wa r t z
g r a m m y awa r d - w i n n i ng com p os er 

a n d orch e s t r ator ( h a r ry p ot t er a n d  
t h e d e at h Ly h a L Lows: pa r t 1)

“I really want to thank you,  
Supreme Master Ching Hai. And I really wish  
you great things and happiness and a happy 

day for this special day. And I hope this light  
shines on everybody. I thank you again for the  

beautiful message.”

—  S i ava S h S h a m S

per s i a n s u per s ta r

“Supreme Master Ching Hai, I can only say  
thank you for the things that you have done for our 

society. Thank you for the message that you are 
putting into the universe, of love, acceptance, and 
tolerance. These are lessons that we can all learn 

from. I am honored to be able to sing some of your 
poetry in the musical Loving the Silent Tears,  

and I celebrate the 19th Anniversary of  
Supreme Master Ching Hai Day with you.”

—  m a r K Ja n iCe l lo   
i ta L i a n t enor; V ega n

“I send my best wishes, my admiration,  
my respect to her for doing what she does.  

It’s inspirational.”

—  george Ch a K i r i S   

ac a d em y awa r d - w i n n i ng ac tor  

( w e s t s i d e s tory );  V eg e ta r i a n

“Hi to Supreme Master Ching Hai! I want to say 
congratulations on your 19th year anniversary.  

It’s an honor to be a part of this amazing,  
extravagant event. I’m always going to cherish  

this and remember this time in the future.  
And once again, congratulations and hope  

to meet you in person soon.”

—  B r i a n Jo o
kor e a n p op s ta r ( F Ly to t h e s k y ) 

“I would love to send out a big hug and  
lots of love to Supreme Master Ching Hai  

for your anniversary. Your work is  
unbelievable, and from the bottom of  

my heart, thank you so much for  
all that you do.”

—  S uS i e Ca S t i l lo

t eL e V i s ion hos t, ac t r e s s ,  

a n d For m er m i s s usa ; V ega n

“Hi, Supreme Master Ching Hai. My name is Debbie 
Gravitte, and I’m honored to be a part of this 

celebration of your incredible work throughout the 
world. You must be pretty amazing because everybody 
has nothing but glorious, wonderful things to say about 

you. So, I’m going to have to meet you one of these 
days. And I only wish you could be here to see our 

show and you could hear how loud I can sing!”

—  d e B B i e gr av i t t e

ton y awa r d - w i n n i ng s i ng er a n d ac t r e s s 

( J erom e rob b i n s ’ b roa dway )

t h e  c e L e b r a t i o n

“I thank Supreme Master Ching Hai for the 
opportunity of setting her thoughtful and 
perceptive poetry to music. It was a new 

form for me to work with, and I enjoyed the 
experience. I hope this combination of poetry 
and music will be pleasing to all of those who 

love Supreme Master Ching Hai.”

—  h e n ry K r i ege r

2 -t i m e g r a m m y awa r d - w i n n i ng  

com p os er ( d r e a mg i r L s )

“Supreme Master Ching Hai, I’m really happy and it’s such  
a pleasure for me and an honor to be part of this musical 

because your message is a positive message. I think everybody 
should listen a little bit carefully with what you’re doing and 
writing. Your story is very inspiring and people need to pay 
more attention for themselves, and I’m totally with you on  

that. I hope that you like my role in the play, and I’ll be doing  
it with my heart and soul. And for you, Supreme Master,  

happy Supreme Master Ching Hai Day. Thank you.”
—  Fa B i a n a pa S S on i

awa r d - w i n n i ng b r a z i L i a n s i ng er  

“I’d like to wish Supreme Master health  
and continuation in spreading the word  

for as long as is possible.”

— F r a n K e va n S

awa r d - w i n n i ng w r i t er a n d Ly r ici s t 

“Supreme Master Ching Hai, congratulations  
on your Day. It’s so well-deserved.  

And thank you for all you do for everyone,  
and continued success and best wishes  

and great health and love to you.”

—  l iz Ca l l away  

em m y awa r d - w i n n i ng a n d ton y- nom i n at ed 

s i ng er ( ba by, a n a s ta s i a )

“Always doing many good deeds without thinking of oneself 
actually is a difficult thing to do because life is too hectic.  

In such a hectic life, still there is one person who never thinks 
of herself, who always wants to do noble things, good deeds, 

compassionate work, caring for all people without discrimination. 
That person is Supreme Master Ching Hai. She has always been 
doing that. I respect her, and I think whoever knows about her 

works will greatly esteem and respect her for all that she has done.”

—  ho q u y n h huong

au L ace s e ( V i e t n a m e s e ) p op s ta r; V ega n
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“What a wonderful day for Supreme Master  
Ching Hai. Congratulations on your 19th year of 

having your own beautiful peace-and-loving day. It’s 
amazing. It’s beautiful. And I am very honored and 
blessed to be a part of it. Please keep spreading the 

word and the message of love and peace 
because we all need to hear it, especially now. 

Thank you so much.”

—  Cor e y F e l d m a n 
awa r d - w i n n i ng ac tor 

( t h e g o on i e s, s ta n d by m e );  V eg e ta r i a n

“Hallo, Master Ching Hai. Bless you for the work 
that you do! We’re all so grateful for the work 

that you contribute to the United States  
and all the countries that you give so  

generously to. We love you. We love you,  
and thank you so much.”

—  m a r i ly n pe t e rS on 
au t hor oF V ega n b i t e by b i t e; V ega n

“Supreme Master, we met a couple years ago in Mexico. 
As I said to you then, you’re like a Jewish mother, like 
an earth mother. You care a lot about good things. And 

it was such a pleasure and an honor to meet you and 
to understand that you really are what you are. You’re 

amazing, you’re wonderful. Happy, happy, happy, 
happy 19th! And may you have 119 more!”

—  Ca ry B row n 
3 -t i m e em m y awa r d - w i n n i ng F i L m m a k er; V ega n

“Supreme Master Ching Hai, I am unbelievably grateful to 
you for being the person you are and for inspiring so many 

people to elevate to the positive and seek Truth in themselves 
and beauty in the world, through compassion and empathy.  

I truly believe that you are a blessing, and I just want to wish 
you an amazing Supreme Master Ching Hai Day. I hope to 

God and the universe and everything that exists that 
I can meet you one day and thank you in person because  
I truly do appreciate it. I really do. Thank you so much.”

—  Ca m e l l i a a B ou - oda h

a r a b s i ng er 

“Greetings, Supreme Master Ching Hai! 
Congratulations! I just recently started to go 

vegetarian. It’s a new thing I’m exploring,  
but I’m excited.”

—  m egh a n l a mon tagn e

hos t For c a L i For n i a a dV en t u r e t V -  

kc a L-t V

“I’d like to wish Supreme Master Ching Hai  
and all the viewers the best on  

Supreme Master Ching Hai Day. I invite everyone  
to see it and enjoy this wonderful experience with us 
and bask in the joy that Supreme Master Ching Hai 

brings to all of us. I think it’s going to be an  
amazing experience to have all these different 

cultures and people come together and celebrate  
Supreme Master Ching Hai Day.”

—  J un ior Ca S e

ac tor

“I want to congratulate you on your tremendous 
achievement. And I’m very honored to be in your  

presence and to know that I’ve worked on such a wonderful 
project. I think it would be great if you have time to come 

and could see how much love is going to be  
in the room, because that’s what this comes down to— 
love of ourselves, love of humanity, love of the earth,  

and I feel like this [production] is an invitation to love.”

—  Joh n i aCov e l l i

em m y awa r d - w i n n i ng s cen ic d e s ig n er  

( pe t er pa n )

“Master Ching Hai, thank you for bringing 
your light. Your light inspires us to 

bring light to others and for others to 
bring light to everybody else in the world, 

which is what we need.”

—  X iom a r a or t iz

ac t r e s s

“Supreme Master Ching Hai, it was such an 
honor and pleasure as always to set your  
special poems to music. I was proud to be  
part of the gifts of happiness that spring  

from your wonderful heart into the hearts of 
others. My warmest wishes to you on  

Supreme Master Ching Hai Day!”

—  dav i d S h i r e

ac a d em y a n d 2 -t i m e g r a m m y awa r d - w i n n i ng 

com p os er (sat u r day n ig h t F e V er )

“Supreme Master Ching Hai, I want  
to honor you and congratulate you on  
the 19th Anniversary. And just to say  

how much I admire you for what you do  
and what this organization does.  

You are a beacon in the world today.”

—  l ion e l F r i e dB e rg 
em m y awa r d - w i n n i ng F i L m m a k er; V ega n

“My message [for Supreme Master Ching Hai] 
would be one of supreme gratitude, just saying, 
‘Thank you, thank you so much for the words 
that you choose.’ Words are so important. And 
she uses beautiful words to remind the people, 

remind the souls, not just the mind but the 
heart, that we are all one. I am so grateful,  

so grateful, so grateful.”

 —  S u n n y h i l d e n

s i ng er a n d s ong w r i t er For r ay ch a r L e s , 

s t i ng , pat t i L a b eL L e 

“I’m really happy to be part  
of this celebration of  

Supreme Master Ching Hai Day. 
I would like to say  

thank you very much to  
Supreme Master Ching Hai.  

Thank you very much  
because it’s an honor.”

—  F lo a n K a h

F r ench s i ng er

“Congratulations, 
and I hope that this 
continues for many, 

many, many more years 
to come.”

—  l au r a roS e n t h a l

co u nci L m em b er oF 

t h e ci t y oF m a L i b u, 

c a L i For n i a , usa

“Peace and love, she 
[Supreme Master Ching Hai]  

just emulates that.  
And everything that she 
writes emulates that.”

—  K e l ly paCK a r d

ac t r e s s ( bay watch ); 

V eg e ta r i a n 

“Hallo, Supreme Master 
Ching Hai!  

We are so pleased  
and honored to be  

here to share  
your Day with you.”

—  gi n a l a pi a n a 
ac t r e s s a n d p op 

s i ng er

“Hi, I am Kristoff St. John. I play Neil Winters on  
The Young and the Restless, and I’m also a traveler  

of life and a journeyman. I am here to wish you,  
Supreme Master Ching Hai and Supreme Master  

Ching Hai’s disciples and fans, an auspicious occasion. 
This is Supreme Master Ching Hai Day, which is about 

love and peace and harmony, and how we really 
are here to help each other.”

—  K r i S toF F S t. Joh n

2 -t i m e em m y awa r d - w i n n i ng ac tor 

( t h e yo u ng a n d t h e r e s t L e s s);  V eg e ta r i a n

“I love the Supreme 
Master’s message of peace 

and reconciliation. I would 
like to take this opportunity 

to wish Supreme Master 
Ching Hai a happy 
Supreme Master 
Ching Hai Day.”

 —  K at i e mcm a hon

i r i s h s opr a no 

( r i V er da nce ) 

“I’m very proud of 
what you’re doing for 

everybody. Happy 
Supreme Master 
Ching Hai Day 

today!”

—  Ch a r l e S S ega l

awa r d - w i n n i ng  

s o u t h a F r ic a n 

com p os er a n d 

pi a n i s t

t h e  c e L e b r a t i o nt h e  c e L e b r a t i o n
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cas t and credits

Broadcast via live stream on the occasion of the 19th Anniversary  

of Supreme Master Ching Hai Day, the world premiere of the musical  

Loving the Silent Tears was presented on October 27, 2012 to a full house

at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles, California, USA.
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characters scenes

Joy

An older woman who once had strong faith in God, now 

embittered ever since a personal tragedy. She still carries the 

past with her in the form of her diary.

pete

A coming-of-age youth thrust into the world by his father to find 

financial success.

train ConduCtor 

A good-humored but enigmatic railway conductor who guides 

Joy and Pete on their eye-opening journeys both around the 

globe and within themselves. 

the CaSt  

(In order of featured appearance)
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Train Conductor 

Joy

Pete 

France

Jamaica

Korea 

Brazil 

USA 

Australia

China 

Russia 

Cuba 

Italy 

Ireland 

Iran 

Arab Region 

Israel 

Africa

Âu Lạc (Vietnam) on Board the magiCal train.

Junior Ca Se 

pat t i Cohenour

luK e eBerl 

Flo a nK a h 

Bl aCK uhuru 

Bri a n Joo a nd he at her pa rK 

Fa Bi a n a pa SSoni

deBBie gr av i t t e 

l iz Ca l l away

K ay tSe 

K iril K ul iSh 

Jon SeCa da 

m a rK Ja niCel lo

K at ie mcm a hon 

Si ava Sh Sh a mS

Ca mel l i a a Bou - oda h 

l iel Kol e t 

Jody wat l e y

ho qu y nh huong

aCt one

SCene 1 A train depot at dusk. 
SCene 2 Inside the train compartment. France. 

SCene 3 Inside the train compartment. Jamaica. 

SCene 4  Inside the train compartment. Korea. 

SCene 5 Inside the train compartment. Brazil. 

SCene 6 Inside the train compartment. USA. 

SCene 7 Inside the train compartment. Australia. 

SCene 8 Inside the train compartment. China. 

SCene 9 Inside the train compartment. Russia.

aCt t wo

SCene 1 Entr’acte. 

SCene 2 Empty train tracks on the edge of a green meadow.  

                  Night. Cuba. 
SCene 3 The meadow. Rising moon. Italy.  
SCene 4 The meadow. Full moonlight. Ireland. 
SCene 5 The meadow. The Middle East.

SCene 6 The meadow. Dawn. Africa. 
SCene 7 The meadow. Sunrise. Âu Lạc (Vietnam).

SCene 8 The meadow. Morning.

time

Action takes place in a single night, from dusk to sunrise.

pl aCe

All over the world.
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Loving the Silent TearsLoving the Silent Tears

musicaL numbers

* Song written by Supreme Master Ching Hai in March 2007 - Formosa (Taiwan); from the poetry collection The Love of Centuries.

** Lyrics based on Silent Tears and “Words from a Child” from Supreme Master Ching Hai’s books The Dogs in My Life 

and The Birds in My Life. 

† Lyrics based on Supreme Master Ching Hai’s poems “Loving” and “Conciliation” written in her youth, and “Let’s Love” 

written in her late 20s; from the poetry collections Pebbles and Gold and The Love of Centuries.

t h e  m u s i c a L t h e  m u s i c a L

music by don pippin

music by doug K atSaroS

music by nan SChwartz

music by doug K atSaroS

music by david Shire

music by Jorge Calandrelli

music by al K aSha

music by david Shire

music by Supreme maSter Ching hai

music by henry Krieger

music by Jorge Calandrelli

music by Jon SeCada

music by don pippin

music by nan SChwartz

music by doug KatSaroS

music by nan SChwartz

music by henry Krieger

music by al KaSha

music by al KaSha

Company

Train Conductor 

France

Jamaica

Korea

Brazil

USA

Australia

China

Russia

Company

Cuba

Italy

Ireland

Middle East

Africa

Âu Lạc (Vietnam)

Company

Company

    

 1  Overture

  2  Never Set Foot                              

  3  The Inner Master                        

  4  Accept Me the Way I Am             

  5  Make a Deal                                  

  6  Singing Praise                             

  7  Your Eyes, Your Ears, Your Heart  

  8  No Place for You                            

  9  Monkey Mind                                

10  Talking to a Stone Buddha*      

11  The World Is a Whirlpool  
          

            aCt t wo  

12  Eternal Game                                

13  All Love, All Forgive**                     

14  Initiation                                         

15  Between the Master and I          

16  Truth, Ego, Soul and Blessings 

17  A Real Fool                                     

18  Enlightenment                             

19  Loving the Silent Tears 
  

          

                      event Finale  

20  Take Each Other’s Hand †

 aCt one

Orchestra

Lyrics based on Silent Tears, a poetry collection by Supreme Master Ching Hai

emmy award-winning CompoSer doug KatSaroS leadS the orCheStra.
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a FriCa:  

OH LORD, IT’S SAID THAT YOU ARE EVERYWHERE. 

WHY IS IT 

THAT IN MY HOUSE 

YOU NEVER SET FOOT? 
  

uSa:  

OH LORD, THE VEIL SEEMS 

FOREVER HANGING THERE, 

IN FRONT OF MY EYES. 

IN FRONT OF MY EYES... 
 

China:  

O LORD OF THE BLISSFUL WORLDS 

PRAY REND IT ASIDE! 

SO I MAY BEHOLD YOUR FACE. 

SO I MAY BEHOLD YOUR FACE. 
 

a ll: 

O LORD OF THE BLISSFUL WORLDS 
 

irel a nd: 
IT’S SAID THAT YOU ARE EVERYWHERE. 

WHY IS IT 

THAT IN MY HOUSE 

YOU NEVER SET FOOT? 
 

ita ly: 
YOU POUR LIGHT ON THE ENTIRE CREATION 

BUT LEAVE ME ALONE IN DARKNESS! 

MY SOUL CRIES AND CRIES TILL IT FINALLY BREAKS. 
 

a ll:  

YOU WOULDN’T CARE. 

YOU WOULDN’T CARE. 
 

OH LORD,  
 

ruSSia:  

IT’S SAID THAT YOU ARE EVERYWHERE. 

WHY IS IT 

THAT IN MY HOUSE 

YOU NEVER SET FOOT? 

ir a n:  

I KNOW, I’M FAR FROM BEING WORTHY 

BUT I CAN ASSURE YOU, NO ONE IS! 

SO LOVING LORD, DO NOT TARRY, 
 

men:  

PRAY PULL ME OUT OF THE DARK PIT. 
 

women: 
LET ME LIVE IN YOUR LIGHT. 
 

a ll: 
LET ME LIVE IN YOUR BOUNDLESS GRACE. 
 

OH LORD, 
 

Kore a: 
IT’S SAID THAT YOU ARE EVERYWHERE. 

WHY IS IT 

THAT IN MY HOUSE 

YOU NEVER SET FOOT? 
 

a ll: 
OH LORD, THE VEIL SEEMS 

FOREVER HANGING THERE, 

IN FRONT OF MY EYES. 

IN FRONT OF MY EYES... 
 

O LORD OF THE BLISSFUL WORLDS 

PRAY REND IT ASIDE! 

SO I MAY STEP INTO ETERNAL LIFE. 

SO I MAY STEP INTO ETERNAL LIFE. 

LIFE. 

LIFE. 

(Behind the bustle, a woman, JOY, in her late 50s to 60s,    

examines the train schedule, her back to the audience. She carries 

a large handbag and appears wealthy. The CROWD bumps into 

JOY and she drops the bag, spilling the contents. A dusty old book 

skids across the ground. CONDUCTOR trips on it and retrieves it.)
 

ConduC tor:  (reading the cover) Diary of Joy? Anybody?  

Diary of Joy? 

aCt one  scene 1
At a fantastical, crowded train depot at dusk, a group of TRAVELERS in spectacular native costumes is gathering,  

all rushing to board a train. They enter from various parts of the stage and from aisles in the audience.

Never Set Foot

t h e  m u s i c a L
aFriCa (Jody watley) and italy 

(marK JaniCello) appear in Full Splendor 

For “never Set Foot.”



an international aSSemBly on one Stage. 

From leFt: ruSSia (Kiril KuliSh), 

uSa (deBBie gravitte),  Korea (Brian Joo), 

China (Kay tSe),  iran (SiavaSh ShamS), 

and irel and (Katie mcmahon).
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ConduC tor: (with TRAVELERS echoing some words) 

THE INNER MASTER:

SYMBOL OF ETERNAL LIFE!

THE MOST POWERFUL AND GRACIOUS OF ALL BEINGS 

IN THE COSMOS.

SOME CALL THE MASTER: 

LORD, THE FATHER, MOTHER, THE GODHEAD,

THE ORIGIN OF ALL THINGS.

SOME CALL IT THE WAY, 

OTHERS ROMANTICALLY DESCRIBE HER

AS THE BEAUTIFUL BRIDE, THE BELOVED.

SOME SAY IT’S YOUR REAL FACE BEFORE YESTERDAY,

THE GREAT WISDOM, THE PERFECT PATH, LOVE.

CALL HIM, HER WHATEVER NAME YOU LIKE!

FRANKLY, HE WOULDN’T MIND THE LEAST.

BUT NO MATTER WHAT IT IS, 

ONE CANNOT LIVE WITHOUT.

AND THE LONGING TO SEE HER IS THE MOST AGONY OF ALL

ONLY THOSE WHO TREAD THE MYSTIC TAO

KNOW THE PAIN OF IT.

(JOY focuses on CONDUCTOR, recognizing the words.) 

AND ONCE IT IS FOUND,

ONE REALIZES THAT ONE HAS NEVER KNOWN 

ANYTHING LIKE THIS

THE WAY TO ENLIGHTENMENT 

IS THROUGH THE LIGHT AND SOUND

THE HEAVEN IS WITHIN—HERE AND NOW!

HERE AND NOW!

HERE AND NOW!

HERE AND NOW!

Joy:  No, it’s not!

ConduC tor:  Yours?

Joy:  Yes.

ConduC tor:  Identify it. 

Joy:  It’s mine. 

ConduC tor:  “Diary of Joy”? 

Joy:  I’m Joy.

ConduC tor:  Right. Pure joy. (He starts to hand her the 

book.) So, did you write that poem? 

(JOY tries to snatch the book from him. He holds it out of reach.)

Joy:  No. I copied it down years ago. Foolish thing to do. It 

doesn’t mean a thing to me.

ConduC tor:  Okay. Why are you traveling today? Visiting family?

Joy:  That’s none of your business. 

ConduC tor:  (handing book to JOY) Just passing the time.

Joy:  How can anyone tell where they’re going here? The train 

schedule’s unreadable. It looks like there’s only one train! (eyeing 

passengers’ costumes) And everyone has such unusual style.

ConduC tor:  So you don’t even know where you’re going.

Joy:  I was going to the train station. Just not this one. I’ve never 

seen this one before in my life. Certainly wasn’t the station I 

wanted. The cab driver must have been completely incompetent. 

Where does this train go?

ConduC tor:  Everywhere.

Joy:  No, really.

ConduC tor:  Really, everywhere.

(PETE stumbles in as if having been pushed. He’s young—

still in an awkward stage. He clutches a shiny new briefcase.

He turns and waves a hesitant goodbye to whoever pushed him.)

pete: Bye, Dad.

(calling as if the person is already walking away)

Bye, Dad!

(PETE boards the train. The train whistle blows.)

Joy:  Exactly where is this train headed?

(CONDUCTOR grins.)

ConduC tor:  All aboard!

(Train whistle blows, followed by a low engine moan.

CONDUCTOR pulls JOY aboard the train as it begins to move.)

The Inner Master

t h e  m u s i c a L

(CONDUCTOR opens the book… As he reads aloud, he is 

backed by the TRAVELERS in a choral chant.)

the wiSe and Jolly train ConduCtor (Junior CaSe)


